
Academic Decathlon Rules/Agreement  (9.18.18) 
San Joaquin County 
 
 
The Team  
A team consists of nine full-time students from 9-12th grade, from the same high school.  Each team is made 
up of 3 Honor students, 3 Scholastic students, and 3 Varsity students in accordance with the CAD grade point 
averages (see CAD calculation sheet online)  A team must have a minimum of 6 students (2 in each category) 
to register (otherwise all students will be registered as alternates.) 
 
 
Category breakdown: 
Honor:  3.75-4.00 
Scholastic: 3.00-3.74 
Varsity: 0.00-2.99 
 
 
Decathletes may compete in a higher division than their own grade point average category but not in a lower 
division.  Each team member competes in all ten events of the decathlon and is eligible for individual medals 
in all ten events.  Only six scores count for the final team standing in the competition---the top 2 Honor 
scores, the top 2 Scholastic scores, and the tope 2 Varsity scores.  Therefore, schools may enter with fewer 
than nine members and still be eligible for team awards as long as there are at least 2 Honor, 2 Scholastic and 
2 Varsity. 
 
*Alternates may have any GPA since alternates compete only against other alternates for medals. 
 
 
GPAs 
Grade point averages go back two years prior to the present grade level of the Decathlete.  Any summer or 
college work indicated on Decathlete’s transcript during the two year window should be figured into the GPA. 
 
Ninth grade freshman are not required to calculate 7th grade marks into calculation sheet for GPA. 
 
Home-schooled students can participate if their school district allows home-schooled students to participate 
in other extracurricular activities.  Home-schooled students can only participate in the Academic Decathlon 
program at the high school they would attend if they were not home-schooled. 
 
In SJ County, schools may register up to 2 teams and up to 25 alternates.  See Divisions below. 
Once the competition has started (online essay), no substitutions may be made. 
 
 
Divisions 
Schools are allowed to register two teams of starters in the SJCOE ACADEC competition.  Schools that field a 
2nd team will be considered Division II teams.  Students on the school’s 2nd team compete for medals against 
only students from other 2nd teams.  Depending on the number of Division II teams, only 1st or 1st-2nd places 
will be awarded in each subject, category, and team awards. Division II schools are not eligible to advance to 
State competition, nor are students in Division II schools eligible for award scholarships or top essay, speech 
awards.  Division II students are eligible to apply for UOP scholarship. 
 
 
 
 



Alternates 
Alternate students are eligible to apply for UOP scholarship.  Alternate students are all pooled together and  
are awarded medals in 1st-3rd places in the 8 events. 
 
 
The Competition 
There are 10 events in the Decathlon that all competitors participate in (exception:  alternates do not 
participate in the speech and interviews on Day 1 of competition): 
Language Literate  30 min/50 Q   
Math    30 min/35 Q 
Economics   30 min/50 Q 
Social Studies   30 min/50 Q 
Science    30 min/50 Q 
Music    30 min/50 Q 
Art    30 min/50 Q 
Speech    Prepared and Impromptu (see rubric) 
Interview   (see rubric) 
Essay    50 min/taken online 
 
Calculators may be used for math test only and must follow calculator guidelines. 
 
The essay portion will be administered prior to the competition day at school sites, online.   
 
 
Super Quiz 
The Super Quiz is a team event only for starters.  Alternates do not participate.  Each category of students has 
a turn to come down to collaboratively answer 14 questions.  Two of the questions will be from language, two 
from social studies, two for science, two from economics, two from music, two from art and two from math   
(2 Q times 7 subjects = 14Q)  Each question is worth 70 points for a team possible total of 5,880 points (SQ 
total is taken from top 2 students in each category-see below.)  Students are given 10 seconds to answer SQ 
questions with the exception of math where 20 seconds will be given. 
 
 
Calculators 
Calculators may be used for math test only.  (See calculator guidelines for current year.) 
Calculators are also allowed for only the math questions in Super Quiz. 
 
 
Conduct/Dress Code 
It is understood that cheating, in any form, is not tolerated.  This includes, but is not limited to:  any person 
receiving or passing along any current year’s or previous years’ tests or test items.  Any act of cheating will be 
brought to the Academic Decathlon coordinator’s attention for review, evaluation and possible sanctions.   
Students should follow his/her own school dress code.  Hats/caps are not allowed during testing.  Hoodies are 
allowed as long as the hood is off and turned inside out. 
 
 
Changes to Roster 
After the roster due date, no new students may be added to the starting roster or alternate roster. 
Changes or switching students on rosters will only be allowed until the competition starts which is the essay 
day.  After the online essays, no changes to rosters can be made.   
 
 



 
 
Scoring 
Each subject/event will have a possible total of 1,000 points.  Awards are given to 1st-3rd places in each of the 10 
subjects and awarded in each of the 3 categories.  The team score is taken from the top 2 student overall 
scores for a possible 60,000 points.  The Super Quiz score is taken from the top two students in each category 
from the SQ questions for a possible 5,880.  The possible grand team total is 65, 880. 
 
 
Example:  Team A 
 Math Lang Sci Social 

Studies 
Music Art Essay Speech Interview Overall 

student 
score 

SQ 
score 

Student 
01 

485.7 700 900 860 800 840 459 763.3 915.0 7643 840 

Student 
02 

628.6 700 920 540 540 600 675 635.0 910.0 7048 840 

Student 
03 

600.0 740 840 520 560 780 838 810.0 885.0 7253 840 

Student 
04 

400.0 720 700 440 520 500 875 683.3 870.0 6288 560 

Student 
05 

600.0 540 800 400 360 460 590 730.0 503.3 5583 490 

Student 
06 

457.1 680 600 680 400 540 505 620.0 863.3 5845 490 

Student 
07 

285.7 420 680 320 220 340  523.3 790.0 4079 350 

Student 
08 

400.0 520 720 380 340 480 695 703.3 823.3 5561 350 

Student 
09 

728.6 260 380 280 320 420 205 783.3 855.0 4411 350 

                                                                                                                             
Team total 

37001 

                                                                                                                             
SQ total 

  3430 

                                                                                                                             
Team Grand total 

40,431 

 
 
Scoring results will be given to the team coach immediately following the awards ceremony.  Coaches will 
have 30 minutes to protest a team score.  After the 30 minutes all scores are final, unless a concern needs to be 
addressed. 
 
 
Advancing to State Competition 
Must have participated in all 10 events 
Coach must provide to CAD sealed transcripts dated no sooner than January date selected by CAD. 
 


